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THE WIMBLEDON SCENE 
RIDERS’ AID FUND 


. All that we had in the kitty at the end of last season was paid out to the 
team during the winter, so we started this year with a clean slate and an empty 
cash box. Our weekly lottery tickets are the only source of income for the 
fund and, while they are selling reasonably well, it is only what is left, after 
paying prizes and printing costs, that is available to the riders. 


We normally expect this to be £250—£300 in a full season, which comes 
in handy for October ,but does not provide much to play with during the 
early weeks of a season. This year, of course, we have both Trevor and Cyril 
out of action for several weeks and it is for occasions like these that the fund 
exists. In addition it has been very sensibly suggested that the fund should 
make a sizeable contribution towards the cost (over £100) of providing the new 
Don Smith safety footrests to all team machines, 


Two good causes, but not much money available. May we suggest 
that those of you who don’t buy tickets, do: and those who buy one, buy 
two? And in case you were wondering, donations in cash or kind are ac- 
ceptable ! 


* * * 


Have we found a new sponsor ? 


The search for second half sponsors continues unremittingly, if that’s the 
word we want. Without, it seemed, much success. But the other day we 
received an encouraging phone call. We had placed an order for a new Dons’ 
flag—you know, yellow star on a red ground. Our friendly flag-maker rang 
to ask us if we had realised that someone else has adopted the Dons’ famous 
device. It is North Vietnam, actually ? 


So we have sent off two letters. One, offering to call the second half the 
“* Ho Chi Min Trophy ” if the Viet Cong will put up 100 Ibs of rice as a prize, 
and the other as a sort of covering bet. We’ve told the American Embassy 
that for $1,000 and a week’s supply of gum, we’ll change our flag to something 
a little less left of centre. One way or another, we could be on to a good thing. 
So watch this space. 




















“You know, 























Sid - I'm worried about Jim.” 





RONNIE MOORE SAYS..... 


Every rider wants to feel that the body of his team’s supporters support 
him personally. Although this means a lot to us at times, it is especially so 
when a rider is performing below his peak. A drop in form can occur for any 
one of a hundred reasons. Fans can usually see when a rider is having 
mechanical troubles or having difficulty through injury and they are usually 
sympathetic. 


But things like family troubles or illness can’t be seen, although their effects 
certainly can. And it is at times like these that supporters sometimes turn a 
cold shoulder because it seems to them that their one-time hero has just stopped 
trying, or—even worse—stopped caring. To lose the support and encourage 
ment of you on the terraces is the one thing that can be guaranteed to slow 
his return to form. 


And it hurts, too, because it is undeserved. Next time you feel inclined 
to give the odd boo, ask yourself how likely it is that Joe Bloggs has found 
speedway pickings so lush that he doesn’t need to bother any longer whether 
he comes in first or fourth. Or that the man who has been throwing himself 
into first bend tussles since he was knee high to a magneto has suddenly turned 
chicken because his leg hurts. 


And here I should like to pay tribute to the Dons’ wonderful supporters. 
There has not been an away meeting for years to which they have not sent 
at least one coach load of fans decked out in red and yellow. Just think what 
that means. It means Exeter on a Monday, or Glasgow ona Friday. That is 
dedication. That is what I call support. How many teams visiting Wimbledon 
can muster a coachload on a Thursday? Why, sometimes we don’t even get 
one from other London Stadiums, never mind from Glasgow! I speak for 
all the boys when I say this was a big boost to us in 1970. 


I hope this year to see a lot more people join the Supporters Club and 
make it the biggest in the country as well as the best. Oh sure, I know 
people say “ why fork out a subscription, when there are no special concessions 
for supporters?” Apart from it not being true, what do you want for Sp— 
blood ? Only members are entitled to buy the team lapel badge, free of tax, at 
2/6d. (124}p) and only members will be allowed to attend our out of season 
club nights, fortnightly, throughout the winter. Members receive priority in 
coach bookings, too. 

But we regard all patrons of Wimbledon Speedway as supporters—only 
some are more Supporters than others! Here follows a ‘ commercial.” 
Would you like that nice warm feeling, and the satisfaction of a good job well 
done? Then come in, out of the cold, and join the Dons’ club! 


See you in the club, afterwards. 





WIMBLEDON SPEEDWAY 


Meetings promoted by Wimbledon Speedway Ltd. 
Plough Lane. London, S.W.17 Tel: 01-946 5361 


SEASON 1971 








OFFICIALS 
Meetings staged under the direction of ... rig a John E, Cearns 
Meetings conducted by ... ales i ... A.R. James and E. J. Monk 
Clerk of the Course Bae dats w ae ee ... Jack Rackett 
Chief Pits Marshall ws. fad wag <a tes Ae, Alf Carter 
Starting Marshall ... es ae a ced aes Frank Lawrence 
Machine Examiner tus xs a we oc ... Viv Harwood 
Announcer i ce _ oat ne a is Ken Tozer 
A.C.U. Timekeeper a5 si ¥ ee aw Lorraine Herwig 
Medical Officer... o, Rte Dr. John Wall, MB, BS, MRCS 
A.C.U. Official Referee ... ... R. B. Bower 


(Merton Div. of St. John Ambulance Bed. in attendance, Supt. F. G. Tucker.) 
Cie ski Me ie 2 


All meetings held under the Speedway Regulations 
of the Speedway Control Board 
Track Licence applied for. Permit No. SP 270 


Four lap race: 1,243 yds. Track record : 61.6 secs., Garry Middleton 22.10.70 


The Management reserves the right of admission, and the right to alter or abandon the 
programme. Should it be necessary, through any cause, to abandon the meeting prior 
to the completion of the sixth race, tickets giving free admission to a subsequent meeting 
will be issued. In no circumstances will any money be refunded. 


Betting is absolutely prohibited at all Speedway Meetings 


ae a a ee SS 


METROPOLITAN GOLD CUP MATCH 


WIMBLEDON WEST HAM 
(DONS—Red, Yellow Star) (Hammers—Red/Blue White Hammers) 
RONNIE MOORE Captains OLLE NYGREN 

VIC GOODEN Team Managers HOWDY BYFORD 


Riders are identified by helmet colours : 


Home team, red and blue. Visitors, white and yellow & ‘black 
Scoring ; Winner of each heat, 3 pts; second, 2 pts; third. | pt. 


Tactical Substitutes: After heat 4, a team six or more points in arrears may use a 
substitute rider. A rider may Tide as substitute once only. Disqualification. A rider 
disqualified for breaking the starting tapes should be replaced by rider No. 6 or Fe a6 


available 


METROPOLITAN GOLD CUP * 





WIMBLEDON 1 
1. Ronnie Moore (C) - 
2. John Dews 
3. Cyril Maidment 
4. Jim Tebby 
5. Tony Clarke 
6. Peter Murray 
7. John Bishop 
8. Phil Pratt 
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Helmet Points Scored 
No. No. Riders Substitute Colour Pts. W’don West Ham 
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WIMBLEDON v WEST HAM 


WEST HAM 1 2 3 4 5 6 Total 





1. Olle Nygren (C) 
2. Alan Belham H H i i 
3. Christer Lofqvist (S31 RL "Dal heeel es bo ide) 
4. Mick Handley “WO NNAS Os 

5. Reg Luckhurst 


6. Stan Stevens 















7. Alan Sage 
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Heat Helmet Points Sort. 
No. No. Riders Substitute Colour Pts. W’don West Ham 
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Heat 5 5 | T. Clarke 
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INTERVAL 


DRAW FOR TONIGHTS RIDERS AID FUND PRIZES 


RACE 14 
THE JUNIOR SCRATCH RACE 
First and Second go forward to the Final 
HEAT 1 
Steve Collins (Red) Qenis Hall (White) 
John Amies : (Blue) __ Phil Prat _ (Y&B) 


See 


RACE 15 
THE JUNIOR SCRATCH RACE 
HEAT 2 


John Bishop (Red) Bob Abble (White) 
Alan Sage (Blue) Shane Hearty (Y&B) 
Resu:t ist KD... 2nd....\ WE ara, WHITE time,.(o4¢- 4 g 
RACE 16 


THE SENIORS 
First and Second go forward to the Final 


HEAT 1 
Ronnig Moore (Red) Olle Nygren (White) 
Jim Tebby (Blue) Reg Luckhurst (Y&B) 


RACE 17 
THE SENIORS 
HEAT 2 


Tony Clarke > (Red) Alan Belham (White) 
Christer Lofqvist (Blue) mum THOMAS (vxp) 


net | wt RED, ona RUE a Ye. tne, See 


RACE 18 
PLOUGHMAN SCRATCH RACE 


Peter Murray (Red) Stan Stevens (White) 
John Dews ae! (Third in TE. WR (Y&B) 
Result in MED 2nd...2 LV sea WMT Time......... 65° 8 
ae er ee i or 
THE ee ae RACE 
COWS... (Red) Fs, BASH P ats (White) 
ie PANES... Blue) AEE cvecey 
Resuit 1s WME se KE ara... Yr. Ba 
RACE 20 
THE WHITE LION SCRATCH RACE 
Peter Murray (Red) John Dews (White) 
Stan Stevens (Blue) Jim Tebby i (Y&B) 
Resuit 1st. WATE 2a. OVE. ara VRE... rime, 0.474 
RACE 21 THE SENIORS 


FINAL 


NOOR E. Tae, (( RY . (Red) 





TONIGHT’S TRAINING SESSION 
under the control of Vic Gooden 


1. Shane Hearty, Sydenham, Jawa 5. Mike Harding, Morden, JAP 
2. Bob Abbel, Wembley, JAP 6. Denis Hall, Cheam, Jawa 

3. John Amies, Norfolk, JAP 7. Yan Spencer, Bexleyheath, JAP 
4. Phil Pratt, Teddington, Jawa 





STRETCHING IT A BIT 


The sharp-eyed will have noticed that the standard race distance is now 
shown in our programme as being 1,243 yards, whereas last year it was shown 
as 1200 yards only. They will be wondering, no doubt, how and where the 
track has been changed, or whether we have forgotten what little we ever 
knew of multiplication tables. 


The shape and length of the track has not been changed in any way since 
last season, but the official measurement has! Previously the distance to be 
covered was measured one foot out from the white line. For 1971 however, the 
Speedway Control Board required us to measure the distance one metre 
from the white line, and it is this variation which accounts for the different 
result. 


Now you have that information, you will all be mentally calculating how 
fast Garry Middleton was travelling when he set up the current record of 
61.6 seconds, and will have arrived at the rather disappointing answer of 
41.3 m.p.h. But that is the average speed, taking into account everything 
from 0 m.p.h. as the tapes go up, to 70+m.p.h, as the flag goes down. If 
you have ever covered a long distance by car on the roads, you will know 
that you have to go like the veritable clappers to average 40 m.p.h. 


We don’t know how fast the lads are flying, as they throw themselves into 
the bend, but we reckon it to be nearer 70 m.p.h. than 60 m.p.h, You can 
thank your lucky stars that the bend slows them down, because if it didn’t, at 
that speed, they’d be up on the terraces with you, bikes and all! 
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HAVE YOU JOINED THE 
SUPPORTERS CLUB ? 
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ALL PHOTOGRAPHS IN THE WIMBLEDON SPEEDWAY 
PROGRAMME ARE SUPPLIED BY ACE PHOTOGRAPHER 
ALF WEEDON 





SUPPORTERS CLUB NEWS 


OXFORD MATCH REPORT (Friday 9th April) BRITISH LEAGUE 


It was wonderful to see so many Wimbledon supporters at Oxford and 
unfortunate that so many should witness such an almighty dropping of a 
clanger. By this we refer to the absence of our No. 8 man at Oxford which 
most certainly cost us the match. This is not supposition, but fact! Oxford 
promoter Danny Dunton rightly protested that we were not entitled to use the 
rider-replacement rule for Cyril Maidment as our.No. 8 was not in attendance. 
This meant that Cyril’s rides could only be taken by Bishop or Murray. If 
Cole, Moore and Tebby had been allowed these rides they must surely have 
mustered one point between them, enough to win the match. Dunton received 
plenty of abuse from Wimbledon supporters, but to be honest he can’t be 
blamed for making use of this rule, after all it is his own supporters he has to 
think about. It was clearly Wimbledon’s responsibility to see that he was 
unable to throw the rule book at us in this way. Why our No. 8 was not at 
Oxford doesn’t really matter now. The sickening fact is that whatever the 
reason it won’t bring back the two league points that were ours just for the 
asking. 

Both teams are worthy of the highest praise for putting up such a fine 
display on a track made treacherous by many hours of rain. Wimbledon 
adapied themselves to the conditions slightly better than Oxford and can point 
to heat four as the race which cost us a draw, when Murray fell on the third 
bend with Gooddy. Peter managed to get going but not before being lapped 
by the othe: two riders, Taking into account Ronnie Moore’s brilliant maxi- 
mum (to be honest there was no one in his class) the real heroes were Peter 
Murray and Jim Tebby. Peter was one of the few riders brave or daft enough 
to consistently come from behind on this “ skating rink” and his eight points 
from four completed rides were well deserved. Jim Tebby tried so hard, but 
all he had to show for his efforts were three points and a nasty clout in a very 
delicate place after his first race fall. 


OXFORD 39: R. Timmo 9 paid 10, O. Berg 8 paid 10, K. McKinlay 9, P. 
Seaton 6, R. Genz 5 paid 6, C. Saunders 1 paid 2, C. Gooddy 1. 


WIMBLEDON 38: R. Moore 12, H. Cole 9, P. Murray 8, J. Dews 4 paid 6, 
J. Tebby 3 paid 4, J. Bishop 2. 


HACKNEY v. WIMBLEDON (Metropolitan Cup) TOMORROW 
Coaches leave Stadium 6.30 p.m. FARE 35p (Children & O.A.P. 25p) 


FIXTURES 197) 
HOME f xtures are printed in BOLD TYPE. 


Subject to alteration 


Points Points 
Date Own Opts. Date Own Opts. 

Th. Mar. 25 BL Sheffield 48 30 Th. July 15 BL Reading 
S. 27 BL Cradley Heath 41 37 W. 21 BL Poole 
M. 29 MGC Reading 33 45 Th. 22 England y. Sweden 
Ww. 31 Ch Poole 35 43 T. 27 BL Leicester 
Th. Apr. 1 BL Welverhampton 42 35 Th. 29 KO Reserved or 
Th. 8 MGC Reading 50 28 BL Glasgow 
F; 9 BL Oxford 38 39 Th. Aug. SOpen Meeting 
M. 12 BL Oxford 52 26 Th. 5 BL Sheffield 
Th. 15 MGC West Ham Ss. 7 BL King’s Lynn 
F. 16 MGC Hackney Th. 12 S. Riders Ch. Final 
Th. 22 World Champ. QR F. 13 BL Swindon 
Tu. 27 MGC West Ham M. 16 BL Exeter 
Th. 29 MGC Hackney Th. 19 BL Swindon 
Th. May 6 BL Newport Th. 26 England vy. Russi 
S. 8 KO Swindon Ss. 28 BL Halifax 
Th. 13 BL Coventry M. 30 LC West Ham 3 p.m 
Th. 20 BL Poole M. 30 Reserved 
F. 21 BL Wolverhampton Th. Sept. 2 LC Hackney 
Th. 27 BL West Ham Th. 9No Hoine Meeting 
M. 31 Wills’ Internationale F. 10 LC Hackney 
Th. June 3 BL Wembley or Th. 16 BL King’s Lynn 

KO Reserved F. 17 BL Glasgow 
Th. 10 BL Cradley Herth M. 20 BL Reading 
Th. 17 BL Leicester Th. 23 BL Belle Vue 
S. 19 BL Coventry Ss. 25 BL Wembley 
Th. 24 BL Halifax Th. 30 BL €xeter 
F. 25 BL Newport S. Oct. 2 BL Belle Vue 
Tu 29 BL West Ham be 7 LC West Ham 

Th. 


Th. July 1S, Riders Ch. QR 
h. 8 BL Hackney 
F. 9 BL Hackney 


14 LC Reserve Hackney 
21 Reserve Laurels 


Key : BL—British League; Ch.—Challenge; KO—Knock-Out Cup;MGC—Metropolitan 
Gold Cup; LC—London Cup; QR—Qualifying round. 





| anand 


NEXT THURSDAY 


WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
QUALIFYING ROUND 


The sixteen nominated riders include, Ronnie Moore, Roy Trigg, 
Trevor Hedge, Garry Middleton, Sandor Levai, Dave Jessup 


AN ALL ACTION INDIVIDUAL MEETING 
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